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© Following J ure tewts of Zm J aoczu;wnés accompm ying

j.,the Pentegon’s study of the Vietnam waor, deoling with the Ad-
-ministyation of President John I, Kennedy up to the events that
brought the overthrow of President Ngo Dinh Diem in 1963.
Irweopt wliere cxeerpling is specified, the documents aie printed.
»'verbatmz wu‘]’ only J zlmmstakt/ble & Jpo gr apmcal er rm's cor-

regime cumontﬂd by two separate but
-yelated dangers.

* " gradual Viet Cong extension of control
sover countryside vhich, if current Com-
-munist progress continues, would mean
:loss  free Viet-nam
: These
~Communist successcs
centholden them to extend their activities

s dangers, ¥

- measures as well as polmml psychos

. However both sets measures should be

. extent individual steps will be aimed at

“This measage therefore deals with our
;polmcal and cconomic recommenda-
Ctions,

recommending are drastic and would be
. most {-"n' 1 ~”M"~"‘] for an ambassador
o to make uwader normal cxrcum:,t'mr'es
© But conditions here are by no mean
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Of Threats 1o Saige

CaLIef'wm f: om lenﬂgc Durbrow, United Stvteb Ambassador in Saigon,
to %crataz v of State Chui 1'sucm Al IIcrtez, Sept. lo, O"0 .
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As mrh\afe&. our 485 and 538 Diem’ normal. Diem’ "oxcmment is in qun
serious danger. jhcnfora., in my opinion
prompt and even drastic action is callcd !
for. T am well aware that Diem has in
past demonstrated astute judgment and -
has survived other serious crises. Pos-.
sibly his judgment will prove superior
to ours this time, but I belicve never-
theless we have no alternative but to :
give him our best judgment of what we
bchme is required to preserve his gov- -

Danger from denion-
‘strations or coup attempt in Saigon
could "oceur earlier; likely to be pre-
dominantly non-Communistic in origin
but Communists can be cxpected “to
endeavor infiltrate and exploit any such
attenpt, Even mote serious danger is

to ~ Communists.
two dangers are related because
in rurat areas

my frank talks earlier this year and will
probably resent even more suggestions
outlined below, he has apparently acted
on some of our eatlier suggestions and
to Sajgen and because non-Communist
tempt'\hoa to engage in demonstrations
or coup is paxtly motivated by sincere
desire prevent Conununist take-over in
Viet-nam.

Essentially [word illegible] sets of
measures uquued to mect these two
for Saigon danger essentially
pohtzcwl anfl p;ycho'oaxcal measwures re-
quired. For countryside danger security

follov'mff'

1. I would propose have frank and
friendly talik with Diem and explain our
serious concern about present situatien
and his political position. I would t2ll
him that, while matters I am - taising
deal plmu.nly with internal affairvs, I
would like to talk to him frankly and -
try to be as holpwl as I can be giving
him the considered judgment of myaclf
and some of his friends in Washington-
ol ap JIOplhlte measurcs to assist hlm
in mesenf serious situation, (Belicve
-best not indicate talking under instruec-
tions) T would palttculazly stress de-
sirabilily of actions to broaden and
increase his [word illegible] support .
prior to 1061 presidentiel clections re-
guired by constitution before end April.

I would propose tol‘owmg achons to |
President: . !

2. m}fchulocfxcal shock effuct is 1e-'
quired to take initiative {from Commu-
nist propagandists as, well' as non-Com-
munist m)poutloms;s and convince
population government taking cifective

lIogical and ‘cconomic measures needed.
carried out simultaneously and to some

both dangers. :
Security recoramendations have heen -
mac’c in our 539 and other messages,-
including formation internal securily
eouncil, centralized intclligence, cte.

verlize some measures I am
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- of hand. To achicve that cffect follow-
< ing suggested:
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might act on at’ Ieast some of the
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4. Permit Maticnal Assciably wider - o
legislative inftiative and area of genuine
debate and bestow on it authority to

conduct, with appropriate publicity,
public investizations of any department
of government with right to que,tton

quﬁ (A) find some mechanism for d‘s-




